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DecLarRaTtORY 
CONSIDERATIONS 


Upon the Preſent State of the Aﬀairs of 
ENGL AN D. 


UR Hnrſt Converſation and Diſcourſe having pro- 
duced what you ſee, it happen'd that the diverlity 
of Judgements, which was paſt upon it, has been 
the ſubjeft Matter of this ſecond, in which I ſaid, 

that the Cenſors of my writing were divided into two Claſſes, 

zi2, into thoſe who condemned the Matter and the Publica- 
tion of it, and into them, who highly approved of both, but 
they would rather I had more enlarged my ({clf upon ſome 

Conſiderations to bring the Parliament to the re-uniting of 

Conformiſts and Non-Conformiſts, without which we 

muſt neither hope, nor expect that the Papiſts ſhould leave 

off the deſign that they Fave had in hand for theſe ſo many 
years, of bringing Popery into England, by ſuch wayes, as 
it even givcs one a horrour but to mention. The Reſult of 
our ſecond Converſation was, that we fell upon ſome Pro- 
politions, which might give much ſatisfaction to the Cenſors 
of the latter Claſs, who tind no other fault in my Writing, 
but that I was not more prolix in thoſe things I have told 
you of. * Tis a Subject, upon which, you, whohave frequent 

Converſations with Parliament Men, of greateſt merit and e- 

mincncy, ought eſpecially to inſiſt upon : Tell them then,that 

in truth both you-and I have found the laſt, and, I hope, ſhall 
find thele ſucceeding Members to be filled with theſe two 
zood deligns , whereof the one is to oppoſe themſelves to 
that which the Papiſts have long been projetting. Viz. To 
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bring Popery into Eneland, whatfocver it coſts them, and 
rather than fail or miſs of their  pxojze@, to make uſe of 
Sword, Fire, and Poiſon, and to Maflacre thole that ſtand in 
their way toe hinder them 33nd not {6 much as toſpare the 
facred Perſon of the K ING, (who is the Lords anointed, 
and whom he hath hitherto preſervedasthe Apple of his Eye, 
and whom, IT hope and pray he will long continue among 
us) and thoſe of the Royal Family, #f they arc any obſtacle 
to their defigns - You and I, I ſay, ſhall find them ſtrongly 
cagag'd in the faid deſign and reſolution of bringing it ro'a 
happy tycces, by the eſtabliſhment of the Proteſtant Religy- 
Qy in ſuch ;a-manner, asmay perpetuate it, and tranſmii. to 
Pofjerify , without avy further diſturbance or pcrplexity., 
and. yahich may beinviolably faſtened to. the crown of. both 
this, and all our other Kings, that ſhall come after him. The 
atherdeſign is 40 procure in the Civil State, Peace, Literty, 
and Riches to the People, mn putting bounds to Monarghical 
Government, which altho it be the moſt excellent inf the 
World, hath a natural inchnation to that which is Arbi- 


trary. 

BUT neither you nor I have as yet found, that thoſe Par- Fd 
Lament Men have thought upon putting the Proteſtant Re-* 
igion onus true and fohd foundations, whileſt we faw them 
relolved to make it deſcend to Poſterity , im the ſame con- 
{titution and poſture in which they find 1t at this day, without 
any Change or Alteration, and in that perpetual variance and 
diſcord between the Conformilts and Non-Conformiſts, and 
with all the Corzuptions and Abuſes, which are known to be 
in the Church of E72/and, tho the confirmation and conſerva- 
tzon of this Poſture of the Church be mcompatible with the 
defign of vigoroully oppohng the bringing in of Popery into 
Exgland, and this Truth;that { have delivered is indifputable : 
to Wit, that the Papilts will be alwayes 1n the attempt, hope, 
and expectation kr, oeiting in, and making to be predomi- 

nant. 
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nant the Roman Catholick R cligion mn the Kingdom, whulett 
that ſuch civiſion of Parties ſhall continue, with as much, if 
not more, diſtance, animoſity, and hoſi1iry from the Con« 
formiſts to the Non-Conformiſts, as 1s found between Reme, 
and one of theſe two Parties : And wlctt there thall be re- 
tained in the Church of England fo great a nearneſs and afti- 
nity with her as to Ceremonies , and cxteriour Government. 

THEREFORE to remove theſe obſtacles, which hin- 
der the re-unton of theſe two Parties fo heated one again{t 
anothcr, and which makes, wt dun (areal; pugnant, Ones Vin- 
cautur, and will make that the Oppolitions to the deligns of 
Rewe, (hall never be vigorous, there muſt be ſome means of 
Re-union found ont, by repreſenting to the Parliament fome 
Conſiderations, and afterwards by propoling to them ſome 
Overtures grounded upon thoſe Conliderations, and which 
tend to the Re-union and Satisfaction ct both Parties. 

The firſt conſideration 1s, that, as in the time of King 
Edward the {ath, the Reformation, or the transferring the 
Roman. Catholick Rcligion to that of the Protcſtant, was 
to be made in a Kingdotne, where of ten perſons, nine of 
them had ſtrong Inclinations and goodAﬀection to Popery, 
the firſt Reformers, who were all of them (incere perſon:, 
and bad the fear of God before their ecycs, Ifay, they were 
neceſſarily obliged to manage the ſpirits and tempers of 
men with all the prudent caution they could and though 
their work was abſolutely to change the doctrine of the 
Church of Rome, as they did, arid not to retain the Jeaft 
Nail, or feed of it that may any waves grow again 3 but to 
baniſh out of Ezglard all the Rewif! Herelies and Dam- 
nable IdoJatric's3 becaulc that was a thing might be done 1m- 
perceptibly and -without nou ; fo as rhat the people, who 
xe molt co:mmonly 1gnorant in theſe matters, might not be 
ſhockt at it : Yct on the other hand they were forced to re- 
an almoſt al] the Goycrnment and exterwour ſervice of Rome, 
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and the practice of their Ceremonies, whereof a great alte- 


ration would have cauſed no doubt great commotions in Erg- 
laxd. And in truth the people, who penctrate the leaſt into 
matters of belicf, took no notice that they had taken away 
Tranſubſtantiation, ſo long as they kept up kneeling at the 
Table of the Lord, and retained the outward face of Hierar- 
chy, of Ceremonies, obſervation of reſtival dayes, of Faſts, 
and of Lent, which are things that moſt affect the people, 
which they cafily ſwallow, and whercin they make their 
greateſt part, if not their whole of Religion to confiſt : So 
that the Tranlition of Roxzeto the Proteſtant Religion was 
made without noiſe, or fo much as the peoples being alarm- 
ed at the loſsof their old Religion, which they did only 
reform, (as they ſaid) taking away ſome of the Abuſes that 
had ſtollen into it - This was apparent in the Infurre&tion 
that broke out in Corzwal in the time of King Edward, a- 
gainſt the attempt to baniſh the Maſs ; but which was pre- 
{cntly appeaſcd, afterthey had informed the Male-Conterts 
that they had made no other Alteration in the divine ſer- 

vice, than oncly the tranſlating of the Maſs into Engliſh. 
THEN we are next to obſcrve, that though thele holy 
perſons, who firſt ſet their hands to the work of Reforma- 
tion, retained ſcveral of the practices and Ceremonics of 
Rome, for the reaſons aforcſaid , yet 1t was a thing far from 
tkeir thoughts to be willing tohave the Infallibility of Rome 
be according to their firſt reſolutions accounted unaltcrable, 
as if what had been once Eſtabliſhed , ſhould not need 
to be touchcd over again, firce they only deligncd to give 
the firſt draught (as 1 were) of the Reformarion, adjuſlt- 
cd to the poſture of Ergluand in their time, not to what they 
could have withed, but to what they were able to do: for 
as we learn by ſome Letters of Calvin and Peter Martyr, the 
firſt Reformers did promite themſclves much, that their Suc- 
ccllors would go from thoſe firſt Rudiments of Reformati- 
on, 
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on, to that w hich ſhould be a more pertect and exat work 
when the people ſhould be more illuminated, and the num- 
ber of Proteſtants ſhould be greater : Et fic 4 talibus Ru- 
dimentis ({ayes Calvin in his Epiſtle to the Engliſh men, 
where he calls thoſe Rudiments tolerabiles incptias ) incipere 
licuit, ut doos tamen proboſque & graves Chriſti Miniſtros ; 
wlira cniti, & aliquid limatins +. purinus quarere conſentane- 
1 firct. The firſt Reformers acted in that manner as per- 
ſons carry themſclves in the firſt Eſtabliſhments of States 
and Kingdomcs, wherein the Legiſlators do not propoſe to 
make a perfect Model of Government, which neither can, 
nor ought to, ſuffer a change from good to better: And fo 
it is in the firſt Invention of Arts, as of Paper, Printing, 
concerning Navigation , Painting, or any other curious. 
work, &c. in which it is never to be expected, rhat one 
ſhonld attain the height of perfection at one daſh or Eſ- 
ſay, and where oftentimes, what the firſt Inventors have 
projected , 1s not practicable by thoie that come after 
them. 

BUT thoſe who have ſucceeded the firſt Reformers . 
have not trod in their good ſteps, nor have they been influen- 
ecd by the Intercits of Heaven, but by thoſe of this World : 
As five, or {1x hundred perſons of the Clergy, the Biſhops, 
Deans, and Canons, have got into the poſleſſion of two 
thirds of the Eccleſiaſtical Revenucs, they are now become 
Lealous Oppoſers of the work of a more pertec&t Refor- 
mation, and block up all the Avenues to all attempts of di- 
viding the Benctices more equally than they are, and which 
are enjoyed by a very ſmall inconſiicrable number of per- 
ons. They labour to perſwade thoſe that have the rule over 
ther, that what the Non-conformilts call but a breaking 
forth, or rude Eflay of Reformation, in the time of Crar- 
mer, and Ridley, was a pertctt work and Maſterpiece, which 
ought not-ro be medled with any more, unleſs by a grea- 
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tr afinity with Rowe.: Above all they labour to in- 
tule into the minds of theſe Crowned heads , that the 
KING at the head of the Convocation; and even by his 
ſole Power and Authority can give Laws to the Church 
independantly on His Parliament, and fo by that means to 
contume an Ecclcliaſtical Empire ſeperate from the Civil, 
and to make it reſt upon that ſmall number of the Cler- 
gy which poltletſcs the two thirds of Ecclcſaſtical Re- 
V CINUTS, 

FT © be ſhort, as the Succeſlors of Crarmer and Ridley 
'1w, that the dcetign of thoſe glorious Martyrs could not 
take its ctte&t, but by depriving them of their Empire, 
and of all their fat Benefices, they have acted jul: quite 
contrary. to what they had m their Eye to be brought to 
pals : for inſtead of getting further and further from the 
Doctrine and practices of Rome ,» they have been alwayes 
advancing more and more to them 3 whereas the firft Re- 
formers, 1 retaining ſome of the Ceremonies of Rowe, did 
principally intend by that nearncls of athnity with it, to 


draw over thofe of that Communion to their own ; and - 


not to impoſe them with rigour on the Proteſtants; thoſe 
who have come after them, have turned a means of Peace 
and Reconciliation , into an Apple of diſcord, diviſion , 
and Schiſme : Whereas the firſt Reformers had pulled down 
the Altars, theſe have ſer them up agam : Whereas thoſe 
above all things aimed to rc{pedt the Churches beyond 
Sea, and to keep a {trict Union-and Friendſhip with them, 
their Succeilors have baniſhed them both from their So- 
cicty and Communion, and have turned C alviz into redicule, 
and fanaticiſme. Their Animolity is fo far carricd out againſt 
the Churches of Frexce, that Henry Dodwell has maintained to 
Dr. Ti//ot/on, that the Reformed Churches in France had better 
by much have kept in the Communion of the Churchof Rome, 
than be governed as they are without Epiſcopal ordinations. 
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AS to the Overtures to a Re-union, ut is to be cxpect- 
ed from the Wiſdom of the Parliament, that they will do 
all, that their firſt Reformers would have don:, it they were 
alive at this day, fora perfe&t cſtabliſhmenrc of the Protc- 
ſtant Religion, agamſt the attempts of Kowe, and that they 
willa& the Reverſe to what the Sucectlors-ot the firlt Re- 
formers have practiſed, which has bccn contmually to op- 
poſe, and bring odftacles to the good dutyns ot both KING 
and Parltamcnt, who would have madc, no doubt, before 
this time a Reformation of the Abuſts of the Churely of Fg, 
nd: As when the Houſe of Commons has made chat they 
have oft attempted) preparatory Ads, to give bounds to 
the immeaſurable Jurildiftion of the Bithops , to give them 
Aſſiſtants, to rake away the plurality of Benetices, and to 
reduce Chapters toa better paſs and ufage than they are at 
this day, which nourithes oncly idlcncts and f(loth. - And 
when in the 13. year of Q. EFhz. there was a Statute made , 
which obliged Miniſters only to ſubſcribe to the Arricles 


concerning Doctrine 3 the corrupt party of the Church of 


England alwwaycs rendred fruitleſs and inſignificant, all theſe 
fair Overtures of Union, and even have trampled upon the 
Modcls propoſed by the good Biſhops Uſher and Hull, and 
with heat and tranſport oppoſcd the Etftabliſhmenr of that 
excellent Modcl, which our gratious KING CHARLES 
the IT. propoſed at the time of his Reſtauration to the 
Crown, and which it could be withed, that the Parliament 
would again take into their ſerious Conſideration , as the 
onely remedy to re-unite both Parties, and to ſettle the 
Proteſtant Religion upon its firm and natural Baſis, and 
render it impenetrable to all the deligns and attemprs of the 

Papiſts, E 
. THIS Node] is {Oo much the more excellent, as it is for- 
med upon that of the People of God, among whom the 
Church and Republique were Yvnonuous terms: and the 
O | Eccicliaſtical 
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. Ecclvitaſrieal Juriſdiction was not diſtinct from the Civil for 


the Sacrificers,as ſuch,were not inveſted with any Juriſdiction, - 


Natrraliter Saccrdotibus, ( (ayes Grotins de Inperio ſummarun 
Petcſtatunr, wap. 9. je.z.) nulla jurisdidio competit, quare et/; 
Sacerdotes babucrunt jurijaidionen, non habuerunt ut Sacerdy- 
tes, jed mt Magiſtratus, 
AND tt is thercfore tobe hoped and expected from the 
Witdome of the Parliament, whole defigns have been of 
fate vigorouſly ſeen to oppoſe Popery, that they would 
baniſh this Maxim of a Collatcrality of Turiſdictions, which 
eſtabliſhes it mighty inthe world. Methinks it 1s fo much 
the more Erronious, as 1t was diſputed againſt in the year; 
1641. By the Author of an Excellent book, the title where- 
of 1s, The Heritage of Biſhops (and who it is thought wasa 
Biſhop) for he there cxpreſsly denyestheir right of Suffrage 
and voting in the houſe of Peers : as you may. {ce by his 
words, pag. 22. Dogma ct pontificinum. , quod regimen Ec- 
cleſraſticum eſt _ 4 cavili, &*c. That opinion which di: 
ſtinguiſhes the Eceleſtaſtical juriſaiction from the civil is a pure 
piece of Popery : It zs affirmed by Bzllarmine (libr. de Pontifice 
cap. 5.) with an accent of {o muchthe more aſſurance, as it is 
not conteſted, neither by the CO Dofors, nor by thoſe 
of Rome, this is what that Cardinal affirms from a pure motive 
of intereſt, that ſo ke night exalt the power of the Pope abore 
that of KINGS and Princes, and that ſo he might ex: 
exipt the Clergy from their ſubnriſſion to the Secular Authority, 
Calvin agrees with Bellarmine, Juſtit. lib. 4. cap. 11.9ed 
1. &*c. But let it rot diſpleaſe them, though this opinion be the 
Jdel of all the world, and it hath, run through. all places; and 
though wet only in England , but elſewhere the Eecle(taſtical 
Courts are diſtin frow the Civil; yet I doboldly xiaintaine, that 
this opinion and this Prattiſe is not approved of by God, and is 
contrary to the antiert pratliſe under the legal Oeconomy, and is 
the canſe of the intrcducſion of Popery into the world, and of 
he diforders that haze farce come by if, | AGAIN 
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AGAIN this Model of Government made by the K TING, 
or by his Parliament, 1s ſo much the more contideradle as 
it hath an harmonious concurrence with that of the firſt 
Reformers in England, and clicewhere , when they made 
but one body of the Church and of the Republick, and did 
put Eccleſiaſtical power intoa meer mockery and illuſion, 
and excommunication they made of it a fantaſme , unleſs 
both were ſubordinate to the Civil power - Such were 
Zuinelins, Cranmer, Rid/cs, Hooper, Martzr, Bullinger, Mu/- 
mls, Gralterns, and thoſe who' ſucceeded them, the two 
Biſhops WViljcn and Andrew , Richard Hooker , Dr. Stilling- 
feet, Cameron, Tilenrs, Rivet, Vedel, Maccerins, Des- Marets, 
Maſtrezat , Mr. Gackes 1n his Sermon. at the ordination of 
Mr. Sarrav, Mr. Mfſard, and a hundred others. 

AS to the other overtures for the eſtabliſhing of good 
Religionand good order 1n the Church, it is not neceflary 
to ſpeak of them in particular and retaile, ſo long as thoſe 
who {et at the helme of affaires know that the Reformation 
muſt begin by that of the Univcrinics, baniſhing out of 
thoſe Schooles all the Doctrines and perſons infefted 
with the Hereſics of Rowe, Pelagins, and Socims 5, and put- 
ting into their places ſuch as were m them about twenty 
years ago, or the very Individual perſons it they are yet liv- 
ng. 

[T is tobe wiſhcdalſo that theſe Sages of the Parliament 
would well conſider. | 

1, THAT the firſt Legillators never made Laws to the 
people until they had before hand throughly weighed, whi- 
ther their diſpoſitions were likely to receive them , and the 
number -of the perſons, cither who would in all probability 
ſubmit voluntarily to them, or who potltbly might be extream 
verſe to thoſe laws. 

2, THAT asit is altogcther unreaſcnable, nay impoſſt- 
bc, to unpoſe upon the Scotch proplethe Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
2 VCriiment 
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£1142ent , the Liturgy, and the Ceremonies of Ergland, 
for which fourſcore and nincteen of a hundred have an 
Averſton, the honourable Members of Parliament , would 
do well to take the ſame meaſures in ther debates and 
-racticcs as to Reformatioh, that they have a delign todo 
im matters of Religion 3 and tmce of ten perſons in Eng. 
land that have a love and kindneſs for the Proteſtant Re- 
Iigion, there are two thirds of them that cannot away 
with the Epiſcopal Government, in that manner as it 1s 
at this day eſtabliſhed,” at leaſt the Liturgy and the Cere- 
monies, it would be to aG& contrary to Reaſon, and tocon- 
tinue diviſion, diſorder, and animoſities, if they did continue 
the impolition of them. | 

3. THAT this was the thought of Mownſfrerr de Thou 
in his Preface to Henry the fourth, that it was tofin againſt 
Reaſon, and the Peace of the Kingdome, to think of be- 
ing able to bring thoſe of the Reformed Religion to the 
Communion of Roxre; and that the oncly confiderati- 
on of their great number ought to perlwade the KING 
to give them as much Religious, as Civil, liberty. 

4, THAT as to Ezg/ard, 1t ought allo to be the Opi- 
nion of its Legiſlators : For it hath 1t hath been that of 
all the great men both within, and out of England; of a 
Burleieh, a VWilkzzham, a Bacon Lord Verulam, a Shaftchury, 
and a Hellis. It has been likewiſe the Opinion of thePa- 
piſts themſclves, and of Strangers that have come over 1n- 
to England, and have made an cxact fearch and inquiry 
mto the humours, the gens, and number of thoſe people 
that adhere to the reigning Religion, and of thoſe that 
are contrary to it: My Lord Caſtlemaine again{t Dr. Flojd, 
ipcaks of the Prelates as of perſons that have loſt their 
Senſes, to fer upon the Perſecuting of thoſe that are much 
more mumero!s than themſelves. They world be puniſhing for 
Conference, where abowe half of the Nation 3s openly of a perſwaſe- 
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ey contrary to theirs 3 and three fourths of lire rem iii parts, 
care wot & Fiddle-ſfick for their, 

 SORBIERE m his Voyage into England faycs, the 
Churches arc built aftcr the Proteſtart way, aud are erly erect 
Auditories, with Galleries parizcularly for the uſe of preathauy,, 
ard fome ſmall Caitle of the Liturgy; For the People kate as: 
averſion cr its aid the R cligicn white 18 at this day rYeceit'es! 
702 the State is the teaſt feLowed, wn pag. 582. ie {ayes 7n- 
deed the Presbyterians are thoſe that haze re-cſtabliſhed the 
KING pon his Throxe ; and it is that for which they now 
reproach hin, being fo perſecuted as they are. 

ABOVE all the {t4liaz Hiſtorian Siri-js expreſs in his Hi- 
ſtory di Currenti tempi 5 La puritana oce cle profeſſurdo il Calti- 
miſmo, nella ſara rigida © pare for m2, conſtitnfe e la parte L'altre ; 
(+ che con odio ſempre implacabile alla Religione Catholica, The 
meaning _1s, that the Puritans are that part of tie p-oplr, 
both the molt holy, and the molt numerous, as alſo thc 
moſt 'powertul, ana moſt rich, and -that have the orcate{t 
averlion tothe Roman Catholick Religian ; Al thete conti- 
derations, and all 'thele te{timonics, are they nor {iufticien; 
to perlwade our I.cgulators to make a Reformation 2:!- 
julted ro the great number of the Puritanical people of Frc- 
land, and who exceed the others not onely in munber , 
but allo 1m purity of Doctrine, and exactnets of Life and 
Manners? | | 

BU T the mcongruty of making the Effeay of Refor- 
mation in the time of KING Fdward the Geth. to pals 
for a fill and complcat Maſter-piece, that ought not to be 
touched again, !s no I-ls, than when the tenth Part of the 
people of Fyrelund, and the thouſucdth part of the Prorcitante, 
would fain paſs tor the Church of England, and For the on- 
ly true iroteſtants in Purope, which ONgt' tO be acknow- 
ledged tor the holy, pure, Orthodos, and viible Church of 
Je/us Chrift upon the Earth, at leaſt, which Rwar to. have 
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the right hand of exccllency before all the Churches Re- 
firmed from Popcry , to which bclong the Succetlion of 
Pulpits fince the Apoſtles, the purity of Doctrine, and 
kolinels of life, only for this reafon, becauſe it poſleſles the 
Epiſcopal Ordination : for 1t is much after this manner that 
the Doctors, Stil/irgflect , Tilletſen, Flozd, and Nr. Durcl, 
ſpeak of it: When they inveſt five or {1x hundred of the 
Beneticed Miniſters with the name of the Church of Eng- 
land : This is indeed no better than a piece of refined faſhi- 
onable No-ſerce, to afhrme, that the firſt draught of Re- 
formarion ought to pals for a perfect worke, that mult admit 
of nohand to come over it again, and give 1t the laſt live 
touchcs; and that a handful of perſons 11ia Corner of the 
world, moved and actuated by ſuch Intereſts, as I am un- 
willing to name, muſt needs be, above all others 11 Carilten- 
come, the little flock of Jeſus CEriſr. 

ALSO this opinionative humour of rejecting ſince the 
time of KING Eaward the frath, all the overtures of go- 
ing over the reformation again, 1s notan ctte&, neither of 
the wil.ome of Heaven, nor even of that of this world, 
and of perſons that have' but the leaſt reaſon and common 
ſence, who know that it hath been the practiſe of all ages, 
and of all the ſucceſlors of the firſt Legillators, who being 
{-nfible that thoſe have not bcen able to forcfee im the 
firſt Eftabliſking of Laws, the 1nconveniencies which may 
ariſe from them, are forced many times to repeale ſome of 
the firſt lawes, or at Icalt to make ſome change and alter- 
ation of them. This is what the Parhamcnts of Ezglard 
have alwayes done; but this 1s what the Churchof Eng- 
iand has never been willing to do, | 

YOU cexpc& it may be, that I ſhould paſs from thoſe 
that approve of my writing to them that condemn it, but 
It would be labour loſt to attempt the Cure of thcir pre- 
judices, or the grving.them any ſatisfaction, unleſs they do 

convince 
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convince me of a lie, or that I kave mak'd or diſguif 
ed, by ſome {tniltcr interpretation , the opinions of thoſe 
great men whom I alledge : Unleſs we can do that, I ſhall - 
remain conſtant in that opinion, that thoſe who condemn 
my writing are as much under the Tyranny of prejudices, 
as thoſe who ſpeak againlt my Irgulum cane, ard my Faſci- 
culus;, as if they were pernitious pieces that tend to the ruine 
of the Church of God, to tae ſubverſion of all good order, 
and which are the prod action ota perton that is moved by an 
evil ſpirit, or at lealt, that 1s a ſeer of contentions, and 
an Enthuliaſt : For theſe are the [deas of my perfon, and of 
my writings, quite confrary to thoſe that one of the great 
men in the Proteſtant party has concerved both of me and 
them: He has not indee(| torbad- me to name him, but he 
has not likewiſe given me the permittion to do it, fo that 
it will be a very Innocent Action to produce here a fragment 
of the Leiter he wrote to me, which is dated from Paris 
the 28 of March, 1679. 


SIR, - 

T was my happineſs to have a lilile Book written by - you, 
[ and intituled taſciculus, cc. fall into my hands ſome weeks 
ago; I read it, and when I had done, went through it again 
with an extream pleaſure, and great advantage : 1 diſcovered 
in it important truths, which I was, I mit confeſs, tancrant 
of until then. To do you juſtice, I muſt acknowledge that it 
is you, who have put the laſt hand to the Reformation, which 
remained mper fc & and un iniſhed will-cut TOUT Generous Suc- 
efcur, and which tcirg deſintnte of your ihuminations , has 
rot made any premeſs fer this Ennared years. Teu are the 
firſt that hath difcouered tle Mjſtery of Iriquity at the roct 
and boitore, and whe ſhow to all that will not te longer blind- 
&d by intercſts and prejudices, the infallitve wear s to ruine An- 
lickriſt, and 1o downful the Beaſt, Before you had taken the 


Leo 


(17 L) 

koodwink from my FE Jes, Tit: meght þ Excommnnication was as ſo- 
lidly grounded nyon the holy Scripture, as any of our Articles of 
Faith, eſpecially when 1 heard cir Mimniflers, jay with fo much 
ajferance, wm the name aud Authority of Jeſus Ch rijt, 1 excont- 
Covileaie, &, But T fee by the ſolid and th1injweravte ref 
tatton, that For make from ihe priacipal Paſſay e Her Which 
ery preterd it is ſtrengthen xd and ſupp porteet, rothiiie tobe more 

ain than what i, ey « alled ge 10 eftailyh {rot fſantajrie, as Or 
rall it truely well, 1 thoneh t, Sir, at was 1p duty io tc Tifie my 
arhrorwledremen ts 10 301, and to th. th jou maſt be. wtil, / for the 
good Offr CC JO hawe anc mes: Ingenut 1 "eſt PUdoris Eitcri per 
qU!O3 PFOeCCriS, Aſſure your ſelf, Sir, that I will nat hide this 
4 alent, T fave recerved from you in a 'Noptin: Bit 1 will in- 
ciecoour tothe utmoſt of 1y power and inter eft to wake known 
treir irubhs that 10k have dijcoered, and to grin you Profclites: 

At you alwayes keep fir m againſt the Perjecutions, &C. 


BUT thought it to be an Action very Innocent to Print 
the Letter of this great man, whileſt 1 do not name him, 
and he 1s not known by any of my Fricnds - Yet I had not 
made it publick, if my Age of Sev enty four years did not 
convince me, that if I ſhould ſtifle during my Life this clear 
evidence of my good cauſc, by fo eminent an Authority, 
ir might in all probability remainin the Grave of lilence with 
me to the Reſurrection : And my new thoughts by way of 
an Eſlay towards an Ecclctjaſtical Hiſtory might allo run the 
ſame rilque. This conſideration hath carried me toadd tohis 
Letter the Arguments of all the Chapters of my Book, ra- 
ther tor the ſatisfaction of him, whoml tind ſo agreeing with 
my Sentiments, than for that of any other perlon- That ſoit 
God gives me any longer time to live, hc may have farther 
profit, and draw from me thoſe picccs that 20 to the making 
up of my Hiſtory, to which hemay give a run in the World 
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The Preface. 
Or, An Ipza of the Book: 


Chap. 1. '@Y the Origine of Church Power from the time 


of Jejus Chriſt, and of Saint Paul: and of 


its progreſs even to the time of the Decretals ; that it'is 
the true Myſtery of Iniquity. Y2 
Chap. 2. A Continuation of the:ſame matter a little more 
exact, even. to the Council of Calcedony. :: 
Chap. 3. A farther Hiſtory of the Eccleſiaſtical Power 
from the Council. of Calcedony down to the time. of the 
Introduction of the Decretals. | 
Chap. 4. Another Diſcourſe about the ſame matter : i that 
the Decretals have made the Pope the Head of the Eccleſialti- 
al Power; and have given him an Empire over Kings and 
Nations , and do yet continue the .poſleſſion thereof ro 
himz and though the fallity and-cheat is diſcovered even 
by the Romaniſts themſelves, yet it 1s not in the Power of 
that to ſhake 1t. a 
Chap. 5. A Continuation of the ſame ſubje&t in- fome- 
what a more exact manncr - That the Decretals: have. c- 
ffabliſhed the Pope to be Covernour in Chiefof the Catholick 
Churchs A 
Chap. 6, Tho the Pope be an carthly Prince, not only'in 
as own Territory, but allo in the ſtates of others, 'and-he 
may by a juſt title keep an Empire over them, and have the. 
pnority of them3 yet it is not by the poſictiion of thar 
arthly Emptre, either over them, or in his own Tervricorv; 
that he makes himſclf conſiderable in the World, bit it 18 
by this deceit and Yluſjon of Words Ecelefraſiical and \Spi- 
ual; under the mantle of which he conceals. his. earthly 
Enpire, P 2 Chap. 7. 
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Chap. 7. A Reſolution of that Queſtion, Why the Popes 

do prefer the polle{hipn, pf their2Empire by frauds, tricks 
and impoſtures, under the diſguiſe of thoſe words Erleſ. 
aſtical and Spiritual power , to the polleſizon which they 
might lawfully have under its true name of earthly Empire, 
in the ſame manner as Princes pollcels theirs 2 _.., 
Chap. 8. Of Religious and Civil Adorations : Df thoſe 
which the Popes did formerly give to Emperours ; and of 
that which: Emperours and Kings give'to him now at this 
day. Of the tin that 1s in it : that the preſence of the Ec: 
clelia{tical power , doth make thoſe Adorations and Kiſ- 
lings of the Foot to be criminal, but its abſence makes them 
Innocent. | | 

'Chap. -g. Of the. Agreement and difference of the Pope's 
Empire with that of the Roman Emperours : That hes 
thetrue; and alfo, in tome manner, the legittmate Sncceflor 
of thoſe, and poſlcties the fame Empire. pl | 
| Chap, 10, Of the Artifices preparatory to the Introdudti- 
_ on of the Decretals, 'which - the Popes have made great ufe 
of to difpofethe people toſubmit themſelves to their Empire, 
or power Ecclcl1aſtical, 

Chap. 11. Of the Artifice of the Popes to prevent the 
diſcovery of the Decrctals Impoſture, in ſccuring to them- 
ſelves the fidelity of the ſecular Clergy, and in creating a- 
nother Clergy far morc numerous: : 

Chap. 12, Of the Artifices and reaſonings of Barons, 
who, .conte{ling the_ Popes, immediately after the Intro- 
duction of the IDecretals, to be infamous and Abominable 
perſons, draws trom thence an Argument to exaltſo much 
the more the Authority of the Church of Rome, and to 1n- 
haunce rhc Valuation of its Truth, its Holyneſs, Infallibility, 
and Perpctinty. 

Chap. 13. A touch of ſome conſiderable Legends and 
LImpoſtures1n'the Annnals of Braronrns , to raile the oo 
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diftion Ecclefaſtick above the Civil ; and to juſtifie' th; - 
Power of the Popes to dilpoſe of Empircs and Kingdomes, 
and to depoſe: Emperours and Kings: Þy which a.judge- . 
ment may be mate of; the:entire piece of the Annals, and 
ofthe ſincerity of thd Authorin all his work. . In a word, 
as the Annals of Baronins are nothing clic th:n the Hiſtory 
of the power Eceleſtaſtick, and of its Eſtabliſhment in the 
world ; ſolikewiſe the overthrowing of that power 1s the 
refutation of all Baranizs. 

Chap. 14. That the preſence: of the. Ecelchaſtical power 
im .the world {1bnuts 'to the Pope,' reaſonably; and natur- 
ally the Civil power, and juſtifies the Excombmmication and 
depoſition of Kings and: Empcrours. 

Chap. 15. That the Hypotheas of an Eccleſiaſtical-power 
is more reaſonable according to the practices of Rowe, than 
the manner in which the Proteſtants have wled it. | 

Chap,” ' 16. That the Religion of orc is. nothing! elſe but 
the people's adhedring to. the Pope 5 with: ah .examen” of 
that Maxim , that there 1s no Salvation for thoſe who are 
ſeparated: from! the Pope 5 and have no' Communion wich 
DIM. -; 1 1 Fe ». 1200 

Chap. 17.” Continuation of that abuſrve' Maxim ', that 
there15no Salvation out of Communion with the Pope. 

Chap. 18. Continuation of the ſame matter, by a method 
that is more powerfally deftrudive of that abuſtve Maxim 
of Roxre, and: by Arguimcnts that come ncar to a demonſtra- 
tion. wel | 
Chap, 19. A: dear demonſtration that before the Refit- 
ſal that Gregory the firſt made to thetitle of Univerſal Bilh- 
op, and bcfore the IntroduG1ton of the Decretals, the Pope 
was not acknowledged Governovr incheifof the Catholick 
Church : But that the Power Ececlchaitick. winco reign'd 
then, -was partaged , and poll:tled 1m Com noa by the 
Biſhops of great Scas, | | : 
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Chap. 20. Ot the Artifices- of the Popes to diſpo ſt the 
people to ſubmit themſelves ro their juriſdiction',- at the 
time of the diflolution of -tke Roman Empire, and theEws 
pullion of the Lumbards by the French. ff12:11 
' Chap. 21.. Of the Impoſtures and Cructtics which: the 
Popes have cxorciſe& in the proſecution of the Holy War 
roſibmit- King and people totheir Empire, or power Ec 
cleſiaſtick. | 

Chap. 25. That the gfeateſt men of the Communion of 
the Church of Rome, who: paſs, m theeſteem 'of Proteſtants 
and: Popiſh Doors, for . perſons 'of Learning, integrity; 
and piety, 'and:who alſo have not difſembled the corruption 
of; the Popes, and the Roman Church; have yet notwith- 
ttanding contributed more to the exaltation of the Ecele(i- 


aſtical power, and to the building up the Empircof the ' 
Pope in the Territories and States of others, than thoſe who 
have been ſold: tro the Intereſts of: Rowe, or, who. have 
initated the Popes in: the Impurity: and: filthineſs of their 


Lives. ' 

Chap. 23. Of the Vaniry and Nullity of the eminent! Au- 
thority of the Church, and Councils, in that manner that 
the DoGcors of both Communions ſpake of it. | 

Chap: 24. Of the-Irriparable faults committed by the firſt 
Reformers. ; | St 

Chap. 25. An Examcn of that received Maxim by the 
Doors of bot!z Comnunions; that Excommunication is 
an Ordinance of Jeſs Chriſt, altogether as neceſlary to 
Salvation, as the Word and Sacraments : And that it is re- 
tained by vertue of the Keyes of the Kingdome of Heaven; 
and the power of binding and looſing. 


FINEFE 


